AUTOBIOGRAPHY ASSIGNMENT
Assignment: You will write THREE chapters of your autobiography.  You will NOT write a chronological narrative of your life, just three SEPARATE chapters, each a vignette of some interesting event/experience.  Each chapter should be 1 pages long, typed and double spaced. (MLA format, Times New Roman 12 point font.)  Choose events/moments/experiences in your life that had an effect on you and impacted who you are today.  Close each chapter with a reflection on/analysis of that effect.
Some possible topics:




an important event which taught me a lesson



an important even which changed me and how



my favorite, or least favorite, place and why


the most important person in my life and why


my biggest challenge and my reaction to it


my most embarrassing moment and its lesson


my “aha” moment when I realized something important



the best present I ever got or gave and its meaning


my scariest moment and its lesson


my happiest, saddest or angriest moment and its lesson


my best friend, pet, toy, etc. and its/his/her meaning in my life
One chapter should be about an event/experience/insight you had in your preschool or elementary years; one should be from your middle school years and one should be from your high school years.

Assessment:    The criteria for an “A” are that you’ve followed ALL of the directions above well AND

*Each chapter has a clear focus, sticks to the topic, and ends with a thoughtful    analysis of the impact of the event/moment/memory on your life or personality or attitude.


*The writing is clear and organized in a logical manner.
*The writing is descriptive and appeals to the senses as appropriate: it allows the reader to see, hear, feel, taste and/or smell whatever is being described.
*The writing evokes an appropriate emotional response from the reader. 
*There are no mistakes in grammar, mechanics or spelling (check for fragments, run-ons and pronoun usage!)
*It is handed in on the due date.
The criteria for a “B” is that you’ve followed ALL the directions above and 

*Each chapter has a clear focus but the analysis might be a bit weak or unrealized
*The writing is clear but organization may be weak or unclear

*The writing is descriptive and appeals to the senses but all senses may not be appealed to fully

*The writing evokes an emotional response from the reader

* There may be a few minor grammatical, mechanical or spelling errors

*It is handed in on due date

A project earning a “C” exhibits weak or incomplete writing or is missing parts of the assignment.  A “D” is missing significant parts or is done poorly on many levels. 
NEATNESS COUNTS! Anything that looks sloppy, messy or hurried will be graded down.
